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business leader, an accomplished pro-
fessional engineer, a successful entre-
preneur, and a dedicated family man. 

On behalf of the United States Sen-
ate, we recognize Mr. L. Robert 
Kimball’s commitment to his commu-
nity in Ebensburg, PA.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM PEYTON 
HARRIS 

∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President. I rise 
today to tell you about a wonderful 
and humble man, William Peyton Har-
ris of Camden, AL, who died on Feb-
ruary 25, 2008. 

Mr. Harris was born October 22, 1909. 
He was a man who loved adventure and 
a man of many talents. He survived the 
Great Depression and worked some 
weeks for $5 per week. He grew up in a 
time when good morals, good manners, 
and discipline were the norm. 

He was very fortunate to have mar-
ried Lois Sutherland who was the per-
fect life partner for him. She was with 
him for 62 years. They had one son, my 
friend, Billy, three grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. 

At the age of 12, he rode a horse 21⁄2 
miles to see the last steamboats load-
ing cotton bales on the Alabama River. 
Then, in the early 1960s, he salvaged an 
old steamboat that sank in 1850 and his 
discovery revealed lost treasure. 

He was well known in his later years 
for his artwork of Old South scenes and 
wildlife, especially the wild turkey, 
which he also loved to hunt. His art 
studio was in the back of an old coun-
try store he owned and operated for 
many years in Possum Bend. The store 
was known as the ‘‘Social Center’’ of 
Possum Bend. After renting out the 
country store, he concentrated more on 
his art. His popularity grew and in 2001, 
he was interviewed by CNN and the 
interview aired on national television. 
Buyers for his art increased and more 
visitors stopped by his studio. No mat-
ter how busy he was, there was always 
time for his friends and customers. 
Good conversation occurred on subjects 
from politics to weather, and from 
grandchildren to divorces and if you 
were down and out, or had a cold, he 
would always offer you a little of his 
special ‘‘remedy.’’ 

As a son of a store owner in a nearby 
community myself, I remember some 
of those times very well when as a 
young boy I observed such scenes, but 
times have changed. We are much 
‘‘busier’’ now, though not necessarily 
wiser. The old store stands vacant. 
Only fond memories remain of the life 
of a wonderful man who was one of the 
last of a great generation.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATHRYN TUCKER 
WINDHAM 

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I wish 
today to honor Kathryn Tucker 
Windham, who is celebrating her 90th 
birthday on June 5, 2008. In Alabama, 
one of our greatest treasures is our his-
tory, which is often best learned 

through the stories told by others. Ala-
bama is lucky to have one of the 
world’s best storytellers, Kathryn 
Tucker Windham, who shares her 
memories and observances of our 
State’s social history in a way unlike 
any other. Kathryn can tell stories 
about graveyards and ghosts, cooking 
or recipes and the Gee’s Bend quilters 
that provide her listener with a unique 
view into life in the rural South. 

Born in Selma, AL, Mrs. Windham 
grew up in Thomasville, where she 
began her writing career at the age of 
12 working for the Thomasville Times, 
a local weekly newspaper. After receiv-
ing her bachelor’s degree from Hun-
tingdon College in Montgomery, AL, 
Kathryn became one of the first women 
to cover the police beat for a major 
daily newspaper in the South at the 
Alabama Journal. She also worked as a 
reporter, photographer, and State edi-
tor for the Birmingham News and as a 
reporter, city editor, State editor, and 
associate editor for the Selma Times- 
Journal, where she won Associated 
Press awards for her writing and pho-
tography. 

Kathryn is also the author of 24 
books and is a playwright. She is wide-
ly recognized for storytelling abilities 
in classrooms, historical meetings, and 
storytelling events across Alabama. In 
addition to her writing career, Mrs. 
Windham worked as the community re-
lations coordinator for the area agency 
on aging, which serves 12 rural coun-
ties in southwest Alabama and pro-
moted statewide war bond drives dur-
ing World War II. 

Mrs. Windham’s work in radio 
brought her a new level of notoriety, as 
she is now a favorite contributor to Na-
tional Public Radio’s program, ‘‘All 
Things Considered.’’ Her tales about 
life in the rural South tell listeners 
more about our region than is widely 
known and have included stories about 
rumors of people who could kill a rat-
tlesnake by spitting, a hailstorm in 
Thomasville that was supposed to have 
knocked the eyes out of goldfish in a 
pond, or the frog houses Alabama chil-
dren make with cold mud. 

Quoted in a 1999 article for Current 
magazine, Windham said of her story-
telling, ‘‘It preserves a part of our 
Southern history maybe, our heritage. 
We need to know where we came 
from.’’ I could not agree with her more. 
Kathryn Tucker Windham will leave an 
important legacy as a trailblazing fe-
male journalist and a chronicler of life 
in Alabama that I greatly admire. 

I join Kathryn’s three children, Kath-
ryn Tabb Windham, Amasa Benjamin 
Windham, Jr., and Helen Ann Windham 
Hilley, and her two grandsons, David 
Wilson Windham and Benjamin Doug-
las Hilley in wishing Mrs. Windham a 
happy 90th birthday. Mrs. Windham is 
a special and unique lady, and I wish 
her the very best.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 

the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the presiding 
officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:13 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House having pro-
ceeded to reconsider the bill (H.R. 2712) 
to provide for the continuation of agri-
cultural programs through fiscal year 
2012, and for other purposes, returned 
by the President of the United States 
with his objections, to the House of 
Representatives, In which I originated, 
it was resolved that the said bill pass, 
two-thirds of the House of Representa-
tives agreeing to pass the same. 

At 1:40 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill and joint resolution, 
without amendment: 

S. 2829. An act to make technical correc-
tions to section 1244 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2008, Which 
provides special immigrant status for cer-
tain Iraqis, and for other purposes. 

S.J. Res. 17. Joint resolution directing the 
United States to initiate international dis-
cussions and take necessary steps with other 
Nations to negotiate an agreement for man-
aging migratory and transboundary fish 
stocks in the Arctic Ocean. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of 
the Senate: 

H.R. 752. An act to direct Federal agencies 
to transfer excess Federal electronic equip-
ment, including computers, computer com-
ponents, printers, and fax machines, to edu-
cational recipients. 

H.R. 1771. An act to assist in the conserva-
tion of cranes by supporting and providing, 
through projects of persons and organiza-
tions with expertise in crane conservation, 
financial resources for the conservation pro-
grams of countries the activities of which di-
rectly or indirectly affect cranes and the 
ecosystems of cranes. 

H.R. 3323. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey a water dis-
tribution system to the Goleta Water Dis-
trict, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3819. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to reimburse veterans receiving 
emergency treatment in non-Department of 
Veterans Affairs facilities for such treat-
ment until such veterans are transferred to 
Department facilities, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 4841. An act to approve, ratify, and 
confirm the settlement agreement entered 
into to resolve claims by the Soboba Band of 
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